BACKGROUNDER
An Overarching Policy for Ontario’s Wetlands
Investments in a biodiverse and climate-resilient landscape deserve a secure future, protected by a policy
framework that brings confidence to land management and development in Ontario.
Our cities and towns are growing quickly, and we can be strategic about protecting and repairing the
landscape’s natural infrastructure and wildlife corridors as we grow—enriching all our lives. The Government
of Ontario has been a consistent investor in wetland restoration for decades. These strategic environmental
investments deliver on-the-ground results that deserve protection.
Overall provincial leadership and direction continues to be needed for accelerated wetland conservation and
restoration, especially in high-loss regions. These investments can be secured from future risk with a new
legislative and policy framework that brings added confidence to land management and development in
Ontario.
We support the need for affordable housing that makes space for nature through thoughtful planning,
creating highly livable and climate-ready communities where families and friends can experience the
outdoors together.

MOVING FORWARD

We don’t believe that Ontarians want to see wildlife threatened by solutions to economic challenges. Ontario
has a tremendous opportunity to demonstrate economic and climate leadership while providing space for
wildlife with wetlands. Now is the time for an overarching policy that guides the use of nature-based
solutions:
•
•
•
•

Recognizing the importance of integrating wetland protection and restoration with goals for
biodiversity, economy, housing and recreation.
Accelerating the use of natural infrastructure for cost-effective climate resiliency.
Providing provincial direction for habitat compensation on decisions currently made by
conservation authorities and municipalities.
Propelling a long-term net gain of wetlands in southern Ontario.

Nature must be an essential element in any attainable housing strategy and a key component of any
environment plan that is serious about climate adaptation. Many of the building blocks are in place, thanks to
years of multi-sector collaboration and input for important initiatives such as Ontario’s Flooding Strategy,
Considerations for the Development of a Wetland Offsetting Policy for Ontario and A Wetland Conservation
Strategy for Ontario.

OUR WORK IN ONTARIO
Since 1974, Ducks Unlimited Canada has partnered with 3,397 landowners to conserve more than one million
acres of natural habitats in Ontario. Each landowner represents a long-term commitment to nature, water
and wildlife. In 2021, we made record progress with more than 140 conservation projects in Ontario.

CONTACT

Sean Rootham 705-482-7411

ducks.ca/ontario

